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comfortable and runs very happily and the children are great youngsters
and the elder is remarkably intelligent and helpful for her years----
As soon as I had settled down for a smoke I had to set out for the
Lab. and to make ready my lecture at four, and at tea, I met a number of
old friends and Sir William Macdonald, who is now Chancellor of
McGill, turned up, looking just the same as ever. After the lecture we
went to dinner at the University Club, with about fifty present, with
speeches by Peterson, Barnes, Eve and myself.
Rutherford spent three days in Montreal seeing old friends, particularly
Harriet Brooks, then Mrs Pitcher, with three children, "aft admirable
specimens"; and then on Sunday night he went on to Boston and to
Harvard where he dined at the Club and "gave an informal lecture
which went off in great style*'.
He lectured at Columbia, Yale and Princeton, and there is no doubt
that his wide and friendly acquaintance with so many of the leading
scientific men in the United States proved of great value at a later date
when the heavy strain of the War was most severe.
G. E. HALE TO RUTHERFORD
National Academy of Sciences: ijune 1914. Your kind letter of May 11,
telling me of your return to England, was very welcome. I assure you
that we most heartily appreciate the great favour you have done the
National Academy, and American science generally, by inaugurating
this series of lectures. I never before saw so much enthusiasm and
interest at any scientific lectures. Professor Loeb, in a great state of
delight, said that Faraday never did better. The splendid thing was that
you not only brought out points of the greatest general interest and the
most fundamental importance, but you stirred the imagination of every
investigator worthy of the name who heard you, and stimulated them
to try and do likewise. I never was so stirred in my life, and I have
wondered a hundred times since how I could learn to think and to do
things in such a big and effective way. The rush of your advance is
overpowering, and I do not wonder that Nature has retreated from
trench to trench, and from height to height, until she is now capitulating
in her inmost citadel___